
What was your favorite 
children’s book when 
you were a kid?76

WEEKLY “I used to read the ‘Foot Book’ by Dr. 
  Seuss and I memorized it.”
      Kelli Corrao, 9

“‘The Little Engine That Could,’ It gave 
  me hope and answered all of my 
  life-long questions.”
      Nick Krakosky, 12

“‘Mr. Brown can Moo Can You?’ 
  because Mr. Brown was awesome   
  and it’s just  a funny little story.”
      Logan North, 11

“I read ‘Wacky Wednesday’ because 
  it was really funny seeing how 
  wacky things could get.”
      Megan Tattitch, 10
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 MONDAY 3.2 READ ACROSS AMERICA

On Dr. 
Seuss’ 

birthday, 
Jeff 

Moor-
man 

dresses 
up as cat 

in  the hat 
along with 

Brian 
Santos 

and Kent 
Stover 
as Thing 

1 and 
Thing 2. 

(Michael 
Lightner)

Reading to children
“One fish, two fish, red fish, blue fish, black 

fish, blue fish.  This one has a little star. This one 
has a little car. Say! What a lot of fish there are.” 

In order to honor Dr. Seuss and National Read 
Across America Day, National Junior Honor 
Society spent part of their time on Monday March 
2 reading to kids at Henderson Elementary.  NJHS 
was not only interested in reaching out to the 
children, but helping out the community too. 

“It just makes me feel good because I’m able 
to help someone,” junior Anne Rackham said.  
“If you have a talent, then share your talent and 
help others develop their own. It is a beneficial 
experience for everyone.”     

    NJHS members and sponsor, Donna 
Malkmus, agree that this is shared benefit is 
one of the most important reasons for carrying 
on this service every year. It is an experience for 
those volunteering, as well as a great learning 
opportunity for the children.

 “The kids get the impression that somebody 

really cares about them, wants them to do good 
in school, and wants them to read,” Malkmus 
said.   

“The members don’t realize how much the 
little kids look up to them.”

Some members, however,  do remember when 
they got the chance to share the same experience 
with the high school students and how much it 
inspired them as children to read books.       

“I went to Henderson so I remember doing 
this same activity,” junior Emily Alderson said.  “I 
feel it helped me a lot so that is why I wanted 
to do it.”

Reading can be used to bring together people 
from all walks of life.  NJHS was proud to take 
part  in that connection with the kids and teach 
them the importance of starting good habits 
right away.

“It is always important to promote literature 
and reading,” Malkmus said.  “It’s one of the 
most important skills you learn and should be a 
life-long thing.”

BY: CRYSTAL FRIEDMAN

      On Monday March 2, the nation recognized Dr. Seuss’ birth-
day and National Read Across America Day. This holiday was 
created by the National Education Association (NEA) in 1997.  Its 
creation serves to honor the late author and spark an interest in
people both young and old to read. Sponsors and participants 
wish to bring people together from across the United States to 
promote reading and encourage everyone to join their cause of 
instilling the importance in literature.

NJHS 
member 
Lauren 
Brown 
volun-
teers at 
Henderson 
Elemen-
tary on 
March  2. 
(Stepha-
nie Gra-
flage)

Holding a 
book for 
the class to 
see, junior 
Kayla 
Mat-
thews 
reads to the 
students. 
(Stepha-
nie Gra-
flage)
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What is your favorite Dr. Suess book?
“‘One Fish Two Fish’ 
        Tyler Simpson,10

“‘Green Eggs and Ham’ 
  because it made me 
  laugh.”
       Rachel Schneider,10

“‘Green Eggs and Ham’ for sure, because if 
  Dr. Suess made a book for me in it then it 
  would have food in it and probably green 
  food because come on, who doesn’t want to  
  eat green freaking food?”
      Alyssa Bocci,10

“‘ABC’s’ because it’s really 
  funny rhymes.”
      Jared Hurr, 9

“‘The Cat in the Hat’ because 
   I was a mischievious child.”
      Brittany Kelley,10

“‘To Think that I Saw It on Mulberry’ 
  because it was the first book I read 
  by myself.”
      Megan Frkovic, 9

“‘One Fish, Two Fish, Red 
   Fish, Blue Fish’ because I used to 
   read it when I was little and last 
   year in english instead of real books.”
       Tanner Paige,10



“‘The ABC’s of Dinosaurs’ because it 
  was very interesting and gave me 
  beautiful insight into the dino world.”
      Zach Desalme, 11
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77
“‘Are You My Mother’ because it was 
  an epic journey of a little bird trying 
  to find its way home to its mother.”
      Nick Berra, 12

“‘The Little Red Hen’ because it was 
  scary when the fox was going to eat 
  the hen.”
      Cristina Bodden, 9

“‘The Fox and the Hound’ because it 
  was really cute and I like how the 
  fox and dog became best friends.”
      Jessica Crossen, 10
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“We all listen 
to Avenged 
Sevenfold.”

Matt 
Mayerhoefer,

11

“We all like to 
play guitar.”

Katie
 Linhardt,

10

“We all like to 
watch That 70’s 

Show.”

Lexi 
Kaatmann,

 10

“We’re all in 
march-

ing band 
together.”

Kenneth
 Steimel,

10

Throughout the year, four random students 
were chosen at random and asked the ques-

tion “How are you all YOUKNIGHTED?”  
Their answers were recorded, along with a 

photo taken by an Excalibur staffer.

How are you all 
KNIGHTED?YO

U
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Math 
teachers 

Patricia 
Bartell,  
Pamela 

Strat-
ton, and  
Debra 
Finkes  

flash the 
pi sign. 

(Mi-
chael 
Light-
ner) 

Knights
of
the
Round
Table
On Monday March 2, 
North held its annual 
Knights of the Round 
Table induction 
ceremony. During  
the event, students 
were recognized by 
teachers and staff 
throughout the school. 
Nominations are 
based on the students’ 
attitudes, accomplish-
ments or contributions 
made throughout their 
years at North.     

“Jessica is a very dedicated student who cares 
   about her grades. She is very respectful and a 

joy to have in my classes.”

“Reed is a hard worker both in the classroom and on the field. 
  His positive attitude is infectious to those around him.”

“Kacey is a true art lover.  She loves to create im-
   ages with her print making skills and loves to visit 

  museums to study art.”

“Ben is an outstanding student who has excellent grades and 
     a respectful attitude. His willingness to participate has been a 

  positive addition to the classroom environment.”

Justine Raguini, 11
Reason for donating:

“I wanted to conquer my fear of 
needles.”

“They have to prick your finger to check 
your iron levels and see what blood 

type you are.” 

Aramis Owens, 11
Reason for donating:

“I know there is need for blood in hospitals. I know 
people who have family that need blood so it helps them 

in a way.”

“We had to answer questions to make sure our blood 
was able to be used.”

Lauren Deckard, 12 
Reason for donating:

“I wanted to help somebody out in need.” 

“They find the right vein, clean the area, 
and stick the needle in your arm. Then you 
have to squeeze the ball to keep your blood 

flowing.”

Jessica Jiminez ,11
Reason for donating:

“I like to help people as much as I can and knowing that 
I can save a life by giving blood makes me feel good.”

“They gave me the food and the drink because I almost 
passed out and it was to make me better.”

Senior 
Emily 
Meier 

and 
teacher 

Sara 
White 

sing 
during 

the cere-
mony. 

(Michael 
Light-
ner) 

1.

2.  

3.

4.
Reed Lunsford, 11

Kristen Bash

Kacey Shoemake, 12

Ben Mendez, 10

Jessica Walker, 12

Michael Leistner

Mim Eaton

Andrew Little

Students 
on 
Knights 
of the 
Round 
Table 
receive 
medals to 
wear at  
gradua-
tion. (Mi-
chael 
Light-
ner)

Brooke 
Roe 
presents 
senior 
Breonica 
Clark 
with her 
medal 
during the 
ceremony 
on March 
2. (Mi-
chael 
Light-
ner)


