
What was the best 
part about Howell-a-
palooza?16

WEEKLY “I liked the fact that there were a lot 
  of people there.”
       Anthony Blount, 11

“The whole environment and North
  being better than everyone else.”
         James Coen, 12

“When varsity cheer performed 
  because they had it all together.”
       Hannah Valvero, 10

“Seeing all the different events 
   because they all are entertaining.”
         Evan Fitzwalter, 9
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On Sept. 10 the 
Knightpride    

played at Howell- 
a-Palooza. They 
showed off their 
performance to 

all the district stu-
dents and parents. 
The event was not 
a competition but 

rather a chance 
for the schools to 

show their current 
routines. Knight-

pride members 
Andrew Hood, 

Abby Hood, 
and Emily 

Spuhler stand 
in ready position.  

(Michael 
Lightner)

Choirs, bands, dance teams, games, and food were 
just a few of the activities and performances Howell-a-
Palooza had to offer. Howell-a-Palooza was held at FHH 
from 5 to 8:30 on Sept. 10.

This was the first ever Howell-a-Palooza. It featured all 
three Francis Howell schools, and everyone was invited 
including students, parents, even small children. Activi-
ties such as games for kids, mad science, arts and crafts, 
and much more kept families and students entertained. 
Bands, choirs, dance teams, and cheerleaders from all 
three schools performed. No one knew how this massive 
event would unfold.

“In my eyes, it was a better turn out than what we 

expected,” Activities director, Mike Janes said.
The turn out was so good, that it had traffic backed up 

all along highway 94. The police had to direct traffic and 
two more parking lots had to be opened up. For the 

cars parked in the other two parking lots, a bus was 
provided to ride to and from FHH.

“My first thought was wow, it’s really crowded!” Fresh-
man Amanda Carlson said.

Since this Howell-a-Palooza was such a success, plans 
are already being set into motion for next year. Nothing is 
set in stone, but some new ideas are floating around. 

“I hope to see another successful Howell-a-Palooza 
next year!” Junior Ashley Dent said. “It was a great op-
portunity for everyone to be brought together.”

“The ice cream was good. We just sat  
  around and talked about experiences 
  in Germany so that was cool.” “Definitely the cookie cake. I 

  absolutely loved the cookie cake.”

      GERMAN CLUB ICE CREAM SOCIAL

German club SCREAMS for ice cream

Juniors Aly 
Kennedy 
and David 
Tecklenburg 
eat ice cream 
and discuss the 
German culture 
at the German 
Club ice 
cream social. 
(Michael 
Lightner)
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  Aly Kennedy, 11
       David Tecklenburg, 11

First Howell-a-Palooza

On Sept. 9th, the German club had an Ice Cream Social. The Exchange students talked 
about their experiences in Germany.  They also had food and dancing.

     Emily Meier, 12

     Edward Feisler, 11



        Dawn Jones, English

“Seeing all the different marching 
  bands.”
        Samantha Best, 9
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17
“Watching the different marching 
  bands, dance and cheer.”
        Kristin Ponzar, 12

“Knightline because the girls look 
  hot and good formation.”
        Travis Cobb, 10

“I like how many people were there           
  because it made it a lot more fun.”
       Lauren Buxton , 11

Erica Rutsch
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Knightline 
members Mag-
gie Jasper 
and Rachel 
Dismukes 
performed for 
the audience at 
Howell-a-Paloo-
za. (Michael 
Lightner)  

District elementary schools sang the National Anthem 
and America the Beautiful while the marching band 
members played along. (Sarah Semmel)

Varsity Cheer-
leaders watch 
the other North 
groups 
perform their 
routines. 
(Michael 
Lightner)

Top Activities

The mascots 
from FHN and 
FHH interact 
with each other 
during Howell-
a-Palooza. 
(Michael 
Lightner)

Sophomores PLAN

English 
teacher 
Dawn 
Jones 
supervises as 
the students 
complete 
each section 
of their tests. 
(Morgan 
Hamby)

Tom Daugherty introduces and ex-
plains the PLAN test to students.  The test 
was taken by all sophomores to prepare 
them for future testing. (Morgan 
Hamby)   

Pros

Sophomore Tanner Paige focuses 
on the PLAN test. This was the first 
time that the PLAN was held in the 
gym. (Morgan Hamby) 

At Howell-a-Palooza 
there were many things 
for attendees to do 
including performances, 
games, food and many 
booths to visit. Kids from 
North had a good idea 
of what they like best 
according to this survey 
that was taken from 100 
North students.
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+ “Plan testing prepared us for the 
       ACT.”

Adam Mulherin, 10
+ “We got to get out of class for half 
       a day.”

Briona Morris, 10
+ “It was amazing how we got 500 
       sophomores in the gym. They 
       were quiet and working, it was 
       great. “

Mark Olwig, Social Studies

-”It was freezing in the gym and it took 
    way too long.”
        Lauren Moore, 10
-”It was really boring and it took a long 
    time.”

Tanner Mueller, 10
-”The short amount of time we had 
    to get down  there and get started, it  
    seemed rushed and stressful for the 
    kids.”

Cons

“We’ve all gotten 
in a car accident.”

“We all party 
together.”

“We all like the 
color pink.”

“We all like 
having a good 

time.”

RJ Portilla, 12

Kayla Lanier, 11

Bree Ross, 11

Amela 
Kajtezovic, 11

Throughout the year, four random students 
were chosen at random and asked the ques-

tion “How are you all YOUKNIGHTED?”  
Their answers were recorded, along with a 

photo taken by an Excalibur staffer.

How are you all 
KNIGHTED?YO
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